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• over 50 percent of the world population lives in an urban environment

• 23 percent of the population lives in cities exceeding one million in population - 520  cities

• 7 percent of the population specifically lives in megacities of more than ten million – 32 megacities



World Cities Report 2016



Trend in global urbanization





Population is likely to decline in 17% of large cities in developed 

regions and 8% of cities across the world from 2015 to 2025,



Urban development 



Urban problems and challenges



Sustainable development  
- old but lasting concept 

 Humanity has the ability to make 

development sustainable to ensure that 

it meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their own

needs. 

 The concept of sustainable 

development does imply limits - not 

absolute limits but limitations imposed 

by the present state of technology and 

social organization on environmental 

resources and by the ability of the 

biosphere to absorb the effects of 

human activities.
Chapter 9: The Urban Challenge



UNCED (Rio 1992) – Agenda 21

 The implementation of Agenda 21 was intended to involve 

action at international, national, regional and local levels. 

 Some national and state governments have legislated or 

advised that local authorities take steps to implement the plan 

locally, as recommended in Chapter 28 of the document. 

 These programs are often known as "Local Agenda 21" (LA21)



20 years later –
Rio+20 Conference

The Future We Want“  -

 Renewal of commitment to sustainable development and to 

ensuring the promotion of an economically, socially and 

environmentally sustainable future for our planet and for present 

and future generations. 

 A chapter on sustainable urban development and settlements:

„We emphasize the importance of increasing the number of 

metropolitan regions, cities and towns that are implementing 

policies for sustainable urban planning…. We note that 

sustainable urban planning benefits from the involvement of 

multiple stakeholders as well as from full use of information

Sustainable Development Goals – goals, targets, indicators



UN Milennium Development Goals (MDGs)
Global development agenda 2000-2015





2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

 This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and 

prosperity

 As humanity embarks on this collective journey, no one will 

be left behind



UN endorsed SDGs



SDGs



SDG 11: Make cities sustainable

SDG 11 includes:

• 7 Targets

• 28 indicators



SDG 11, Target 11.1
(housing and services)



SDG 11, Target 11.2 (transportation)





UN-HABITAT (UN Human Settlement Programme) 

 UN-Habitat is the United Nations programme working towards a 

better urban future. 

 Its mission is to promote socially and environmentally 

sustainable human settlements development and the 

achievement of adequate shelter for all

– Habitat I - first UN Conference on Human Settlements (Vancouver, 1976)

– Habitat II - Second UN Conference on Human Settlements (Istanbul, 

– Habitat III, - third UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban 

Development (Quito, 2016)

 challenges remain - continuing increase in the number of slum 

dwellers in the world, negative impact of environmental

degradation including climate change, and the need to reduce 

disaster risks and build resilience to disasters in urban 

settlements (Quito Declaration)

https://unhabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/PR-The-New-Urban-Agenda-will-be-decided-in-Quito_-1.pdf


New Urban Agenda 

 Habitat III Conference (Quito, 2016) successfully concluded 

with the adoption of the New Urban Agenda

 Global policy plan for urban development for next 20 years

What is NEW there? 

 NUA prescribes conditions for a shift towards more sustainable 

patterns of urbanization

 Seeks to achieve inclusive, people-centred, and sustainable 

global development

 policies must be implementable and relevant to the local 

context.

 They must be participatory and collaborative.

 They must be inclusive and recognize the rights of minorities 

and vulnerable groups. 

https://unhabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/PR-The-New-Urban-Agenda-will-be-decided-in-Quito_-1.pdf


New Urban Agenda - evaluation 

How do we recognize that the NUA is successful?

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hFRfI4n6g)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hFRfI4n6g


New Urban Agenda 

 NUA should seek to realize Goal 11 of the SDGs

 The UN Member States submitted national reports that 

articulated national experiences in managing urban issues





Sustainability assessment at a local 
level in the Czech Republic

 A very unique system of self-assessment by a set of indicators

 In 1988 WHO initiated the international Healthy Cities Project –

now almost 1500 Healthy Cities, Towns and Regions have 

joined the Project in many countries throughout Europe 

 over 130 Czech cities and regions monitor theri quality of life 

according to WHO and LA21 methodology 

 10 themes (governance, environment, sustainable 

consumption, health, economy, education, culture, transport, 

social conditions, global responsibility)

 188 indicators (data availabity, sustainability relevance)

 More: https://www.healthycities.cz/

https://www.healthycities.cz/


Czech Healthy Cities



Litoměřice

Ústí nad Labem

Ostrava



Rankings





1 Zurich      
2 Singapore 
3 Stockholm



Some conclusions…

 QoL in cities – main policy issue for the next decade 

and century

 Many concepts – sustainable, smart, digital, green…

 Policies and other instruments are in place (at both 

global and local levels)

 Assessment metrics (data, indicators, indices) are 

also available

 Implementation ! 



Thank you for attention!  

tomas.hak@czp.cuni.cz


