
European Green Capital Award

An Initiative of the European Commission



European Green 
Capital Award

• The title of European Green 
Capital is awarded every year to 
a European city for its 
commitment to environmental, 
social and economic 
sustainability. 

• The first city was awarded the 
title in 2010.



Why Green Capital of Europe? 

Today, about 70% of Europeans live 
in towns and cities and this number 

is predicted to rise. Urban areas 
concentrate most of the 

environmental challenges facing 
our society, but also bring together  

commitment and innovation to 
resolve them.

The European Green Capital Award 
promotes and rewards these 

efforts, recognising co-operation 
and partnerships between local 

authorities, citizens, businesses and 
other stakeholders to improve our 

urban living environment.



Financial 
incentive

The Commission will award €350,000 to the 
winning city of the 2021 European Green Capital 
title (cities having more than 100,000 inhabitants) 
to help them with kick-starting their green year.



Who can 
apply? 



Application based on indicators





Evaluation Process

• The city’s overall commitment, vision and enthusiasm as 
conveyed through the presentation;

• The city’s capacity to act as a role model, to inspire other cities, 
promote best practices and raise the awareness of the EGC 
model further – bearing in mind city size and location;

• The city’s communication strategy actions

• The extent of the city’s (local, regional and national) partnering
to gain maximum social and economic leverage.



Benefits





2010

Green City - more than 90% of the
population lives within 300 metres of a green 
area

Blue infrastructure

Fossil-free future (by 2050)



•A 25 hectare green area to cover the motorway

•Combination of green area and noise reduction

2011 Winner

Industrial City that turns

into Green City 

Train of Ideas

Massive energy savings



City in Circles, City in the Centre, 
Green Beld around (reclaimed
from degrade areas) 

Monitoring of flora and fauna

Managing Water Scarcity

Carbon neutral in 2050







http://bristol-review.s3-website-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/mobile/index.html#p=1














Open to towns and cities across 
Europe with a population 
of 20,000 and up to 100,000 
inhabitants.



Example of 
other 
„chart“ –
European 
Green City 
Index

• Also in other parts of the world (total 120 cities)

• In Europe – measures and rates the 
environmental performance of 30 leading 
European cities from 30 European countries.

• It takes into account 30 individual indicators per 
city 

• Indicators from environmental governance and 
water consumption to waste management and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 





It is easy to benchmark with Green City Index 

Prague
49,79

Bratislava
56,09

Copenhagen
87,31



Conlusions 1

Winners of European 
Green Capital Award are 

really advanced in 
environmental protection

and quality of life

Core topics: climate 
change, energy, green 

space, blue infrastructure, 
transport, nature and 

biodiversity 

They can inspire other
cities in Europe and other

parts of world for Greening

Sustainabe Cities!  



Conlusions 2


