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	Overview

This session tries to address the issue of auditing mining with the view to ascertaining whether mining in our respective countries is being carried out with the social, economic and environmental concerns. 
In order to achieve this goal the auditors need to know the activities involved in mining from access rights for exploratory, mining and processing to disposal of waste materials. In other words auditors need to know the life cycle of mining together with its consequences.
In order to fulfil this desire auditors have been provided with the four basic steps to be incorporated in the auditors' audit plan’
Choosing and designing the audit

Selecting and determining the scope of audits of mining can be a challenge for SAIs. There are so many ways of describing the scope from initial ownership and
access
rights for exploratory purposes through mining and processing, to the use of the end product or disposal of waste materials.
This session is designed to help SAIs and auditors make sense of all impacts that may arise due to mining activities. 

The session discusses one of the four basic steps in enabling the auditors to make a choice of objectives, scope and criteria when undertaking a mining audit. So the session starts with Step-1 which is identifying the environmental threats of mining in participants’ countries.

	Learning Objective

The session imparts knowledge to the auditors in order to build capacity on them so that they can carryout audit on mining to ascertain if the mining sector functions with due regards to social, economic and environmental concerns. 
The four steps to choosing a topic approach for audit of mining and this session being one of those steps i.e. Step -1 compels the auditors to identify the environmental threats. Having done so that he/she can now draw a conclusion on what should be the objectives as well as the scope of audit.



	Key Teaching Point-1

We would want the participants to identify the general environmental impacts arising from minerals regardless of the type of mineral or mining cycle.

	Summary:

Session 1 & 3 of this training module give a good background on minerals and mining life cycle and some of the common global threats and concerns. To develop domestic approaches for auditing minerals and mining environmental impacts, SAIs must understand the situation in the country and the main threats associated to the mining life cycle. Auditors should also consider the use of an environmental expert during this stage.


