SESSION 2, ANSWERS TO EXERCISE-1.

Question 1.

Discuss nine Socio-Economic Impacts of Mining.
Mining and associated activities can have the following effects on the local population:

1. Displacement of the people 

For opencast as well as underground mining, the surface must be cleared of all      buildings, structures, and vegetation – not only in the area designated for mining but also in a large area nearby, which
is required for
external dumps and associated activities.
2. Loss of livelihood

The people living in the designated areas generally depend on the land for their livelihood. When land is taken for mining and associated activities, these people lose their livelihood.

3. Changes in population dynamics 

Invariably, all the managerial, skilled, and semi-skilled people required for mining and associated activities come from outside the area, because trained personnel are usually not available in populations that rely on the land for their livelihoods. Other people come to the mining areas for trade and other purposes. Thus, the population of the area undergoes a major change over the years, diluting the ethnic population and their culture and religion, reducing the ratio of women to men, and so on.
4. Cost of living

 Societies dependent on agriculture and forests usually have low income levels. The development of industrial and other activities in the area increases the economic activity. Increased industrial and economic activities generate more money and increase the purchasing power of the people directly and indirectly associated with these activities. This leads to an increase in the cost of living, which adversely affects any local people who are not associated with these activities.
5. Water scarcity 

Mining either by opencast or underground methods damages the water regime and reduces the overall availability of water in and around the mining areas. In the sedimentary deposit mining areas, the water table and aquifers are damaged and the availability of water from these sources is substantially reduced.
6. Health impacts 

The health and well-being of the people living in and around a mine are affected due to the pollutants in the air and water, noise and
vibrations. The people in the mining complex have to bear the various costs of abating the effects of environmental pollution in various ways. The people working in the mines and associated facilities also get affected by the workplace environment, which can cause various problems, e.g. skin problems, lung diseases, hearing loss, and so on.
7. Infrastructure facilities 

Mining and associated activities in the mineral-bearing areas bring about infrastructural development, i.e. roads are constructed, schools and hospitals are established, and communication facili-ties are developed. These changes tend to improve the quality of life of those living within
the mining complexes.

8. Employment opportunities 

Mining and associated activities offer employment opportunities to eligible people from the local population. People affected by the mine are often given jobs and trained for self-employment as a result of provisions in any rehabilitation and resettlement schemes. People are
also employed
in other developmental and mineral-based activities in
and around the mining complexes.

9. Economic disparity and frustration 

Industrial and economic activities in mining complexes
bring about economic disparity among the population living in the complexes.
The people employed in the organized activities usually earn more than those employed otherwise; this economic disparity leads to the development of frustrations in the poorest groups of people.

