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INTOSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing
Short Questionnaire
For supreme audit institutions (SAI) who have never done 

environmental audits
1.
Government environmental policy

1.a)
Does your national government have an environmental policy?


( Yes


( No [If no, skip to question 2]
1.b) 
Which of the following are contained in your government’s environmental policy?

(Choose as many categories as necessary)

( the objectives to be achieved

( targets to be met in specified years

( the instruments to be used

( how achievements will be monitored and reported

1.c)
Jurisdiction over environmental policy is exercised by:

(Choose as many categories as necessary)

( the national government


( local, regional, provincial, or federal state governments


( non-governmental public bodies
( a shared responsibility

( others, namely: _______________________________________________________________

Additional comments, if necessary:

1.d) 
What are the titles of your government’s environmental policies? Indicate the main ones and the Web site addresses when available. Please indicate your national environmental policy where applicable. Feel free to use additional lines.

1.
National environmental policy title: 




Web site address: 


2.
Policy title: 



Web site address: 


3.
Policy title: 



Web site address: 

1.e)
Additional comments regarding environmental policy:

1.f)
Does your national government have a national sustainable development strategy? Please indicate the Web site address when applicable.

Policy title: 


Web site address: 

2.
Environmental auditing mandate

2.a)
Does your SAI have the legislative mandate to carry out the following type of audits?
( regularity audits (financial and compliance audits)

( performance audits (value-for-money)

( a priori audits (for example, audit in advance of expenditure)

( a priori expertise (for example, expert advice during the preparation of environmental laws or regulations)

2.b)
Does the legislative mandate of your SAI specifically refer to environmental auditing?
( Yes
( No [If no, skip to question 3]
2.c)
Has the mandate of your SAI, with regard to environmental auditing, changed since 1 January 2000?


(  Yes, the mandate has been extended.

(  Yes, the mandate has been restricted.

(  No, no important changes have been made to the mandate.
Additional comments:

2.d)
With regard to environmental auditing, does the SAI have the authority to carry out the following types of audits?
( regularity audits (financial and compliance audits)

( performance audits (value-for-money)

( a priori audits (for example, audit in advance of expenditure)

( a priori expertise (for example, expert advice during the preparation of environmental laws or regulations)

2.e)
The mandate of the SAI with regard to environmental auditing gives access, partial access, or no    access* to:


Full 
Partial
No

Access
Access
Access

(
(
(
-the national government


(
(
(
-local, regional, provincial, or federal state governments


(
(
(
-state-owned enterprises/state-owned companies

(
(
(
-non-governmental public bodies (including semi-governmental organizations and quasi-autonomous non-governmental organizations and environmental regulators)


(
(
(
-private sector enterprises or organizations


(
(
(
-others, namely: 

* Put one cross on each line. If you indicated “partial access,” please explain your answer (for example, “private sector enterprises only as far as they receive subsidies”).

2.f)
Additional comments regarding SAI mandate and the environment:

3. 
Environmental audits 
3.a)
What barriers, if any, does your SAI experience in developing and executing environmental audits?  (Choose as many categories as necessary)

(
No barriers experienced

(
The mandate of the SAI is not adequate

(
Insufficient established environmental norms and standards

(
Insufficient data on the state of the environment 

(
Insufficient monitoring and reporting system

(
Lack of skills or expertise within the SAI

(
Insufficient formulation of governmental environmental policy, such as goals not measurable, absence of a strategy, insufficient regulatory framework

(
Other barrier(s), namely: ______________________________________________________
3.b)
Are you planning to address these barriers? 
( Yes [If yes, give examples below]

( No 
Examples of what you plan to do:

3.c)
What would help you to develop and execute environmental audits? 

4.  Advising and assisting government

4.a)
Does your SAI advise government departments on one or more of the following aspects?

(
No, our SAI does not advise or assist government departments on any aspect of environmental issues.
(
the formulation of environmental legislation or environmental policy and/or programs

(
the capacity needed to develop and implement environmental policy or programs

(
environmental indicators, performance measures, monitoring systems, or other kinds of policy-information to evaluate environmental policy

(
other subjects, namely: 

_________________________________________________

4.b)
Does your SAI actively assist government departments in one or more of the following aspects?

(
No

(
developing environmental indicators, performance measures, monitoring systems, or other kinds of policy-information

(
developing environmental management systems

(
producing environmental reports

(
other respects, namely: 


_________________________________________________

5.
Planned environmental audits

5.a)
Are there any environmental audits planned for the next three years?

( Yes


( No [If no, skip to question 6]
5.b)
Use the codes from the Environmental Issues appendix to list the issues being addressed by any planned audits.


Issues of planned audits:__________________________________________________

Other issues not listed in appendix:__________________________________________

6.
Internet capacity and methods of communication
6.a)
Which of the following are the preferred methods of communication of information for your SAI?

(Choose as many categories as necessary):
(
e-mail/Internet transmission

(
electronic information on CD-ROM

(
electronic information on PC-diskettes

(
information printed on paper

· information on request via a contact person

· training or seminar

(
other means of communication, namely: 


_________________________________________________

Additional comments, if necessary:


_________________________________________________

6.b)
Does your SAI have access to the Internet?

(  Yes
(  No [if no, skip to question7]
6.c)
Does your SAI have an Internet Web site?
(  Yes  HTTP://______________________________________________________________
(  No 

7.
INTOSAI products
7.a)
Which of the following INTOSAI products on environmental auditing are you aware of, or do you use?
	Product
	Aware of this product?


	Used this product?
	Found this product useful?

	Booklet: “Guidance on Conducting Audits of Activities with an Environmental Perspective,” adopted by INCOSAI XVII in Korea
	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future 
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No



	Paper “The Audit of International Environmental Accords,” distributed at the INCOSAI XVII in Korea
	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future 
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No



	Paper “Sustainable Development: The Role of Supreme Audit Institutions,” distributed at the INCOSAI XVII in Korea
	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future 
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No



	CD-ROM of the INTOSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing: “Environmental Auditing at Work,” distributed at the INCOSAI XVII in Korea
	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No



	Report on the “Third INTOSAI Survey on Environmental Auditing,” distributed at INCOSAI XVII in Korea


	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future 
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No



	Booklet: “How to Co-operate on the Audit of International Accords with an Environmental Perspective,” adopted by INCOSAI XVI in Uruguay


	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future 
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No



	Study: “Natural Resource Accounting,” distributed at INCOSAI XVI in Uruguay


	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future 
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No



	Video: “Green Auditing: a Global Challenge,” shown and distributed at INCOSAI XVI in Uruguay


	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future 
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No



	Homepage of the Working Group on the Internet

(www.environmental-auditing.ca)
	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future 
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No



	Bibliography of environmental audit reports of SAIs on the Internet


	( Yes

( No
	( Yes

( No

If no, do you intend to use it in the future 
( Yes  ( No
	( Very much

( Somewhat

( No




7.b)
Additional comments regarding INTOSAI products for environmental auditing:
8.
General needs
8.a) 
Would you be interested in other INTOSAI guidance on environmental auditing?

( Yes


( No

Please explain your interest:

8.b) 
What are the main environmental issues facing your country? 
Use the codes from the Environmental Issues appendix to list the main environmental issues and choose no more than five codes.

Environmental issue codes:________________________________________________

Other issues not listed in appendix:__________________________________________

8.c)
Water and waste are the central themes of the Working Group on Environmental Auditing  (WGEA) workplan. We are now developing guidance and training activities in those fields. Would you be interested in the following activities?

Conducting audits in this field:


Water
 ( Yes
( No


Waste
 ( Yes
( No


Receiving training in this area:

Water
 ( Yes
( No


Waste
 ( Yes
( No
8.d) 
Would your SAI be interested in training activities in other environmental subjects?
( Yes


( No

Please explain your interest:

8.e)
The WGEA is developing a paper on auditing sustainable development. Would you be interested in conducting individual, concurrent, joint, or co-ordinated audits on selected aspects of sustainable development (for example, aspects of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation)?
( Yes


( No

Please explain your interest: 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
8.f)
Do you have any further general comments or suggestions on the work we are doing? This information will help us to build the next WGEA workplan 2004-2007. You can consult the current workplan on our Web site: www.environmental-auditing.org under WGEA business.
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
Appendix

Codes for environmental issues/problems:
Please choose one or more of the codes below:

	1. salt water, marine pollution
2. fresh water: drinking water, water quality, rivers, lakes

3. air pollution

4. soil pollution, contaminated sites

5. energy

6. waste: 6.a. waste in general, 6.b. hazardous waste, 6.c. non-hazardous waste, 6.d. waste processing and landfills

7. noise reduction

8. nature and recreation: 8.a. conservation and improvement of natural and/or cultural heritage, 8.b. management of recreational parks and forests, 8.c. recreation and tourism

9. ecosystems: 9.a. biodiversity, 9.b. ecological infrastructure, 9.c. ecosystem management, 9.d. species at risk

10. agriculture, pesticides, land development, forestry

11. disaster management, emergency preparedness

12. pollution prevention

13. industrial pollution

14. acidification

15. minerals, natural resources (mining, gas, oil, etc.)

16. fish

17. traffic, mobility, transport

18. environment and human health

19. climate change, ozone layers depletion

20. internal environmental management by public authorities or departments

21. radioactivity

22. other subjects, please describe
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